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Drug use kills

business

ICE overtakes ecstasy but marijuana is still the most common drug used. Advanced Safety gets the
nitty-gritty from mne of the country's leading drug testing companies,



uch of Australia's sefety-senaitive

Industries, such as iransport, mining

and enginesring, have implementsd
drug-sate programmes.

In Australio (where OHS regulaticons no
longmr mandate drug testing in work. places). the
mining Indusiry s eading te way. I wanis o be
Saen as & worldwide rorerunner in 0HS ssues,

The industry i guided by tha Mina Haalth
and Safety Act 2004 which stipulates that
minas shouk introduce 8 D]"ij orat least
addrass the Bsue of drugs in the workplace.

Bul too faw nther industries have
implarmanted drugand aleahal testing
programmes, sgye Frontline Diagnostics
frontman Micheal White, *and this necds to
change".

His flrm hes seresned for diugs |n Indugtries

Too few industries have implemented
drug and alcohol testing programmes
and this needs to change.

including constroction, avation, food,
menufactuning, thems parks, dock-side cargo
handing and cruse ships.

Ha says most managers are sbliviows 1o
drug use and drug impairment at wark.

“It"s rvol easy to monilor the presence of
Arugs alwork, YelL TO per cent of drug users in
australis are employed, Organisatons need
remembar that a reputation for drag use will kil
a business just as fastas it will kill a drug user.”

Far example, when & mine contractor
bEcomes Known as drug-sympathatic theough &
drug seraening programme, [t is banned from
the site and will be nat be considerad for future
tanders. As many mining and other similar
indusmiry oontmciors rely on the regular flow of
cantracts to survive, a reputation for drug use
can Kill their business,

“Another exampla is that of a Sydreybesed
eourier company whese drivers and office siafi
wor a eputation of using and distributing
FUEE," B recounis. TIL was faver praved, Dit
the suggestion that il could be true put the
Business inle receivership within a few weeks,'

While said thal any Drug-Sale Workpacs
rogramme shoukd D2 communicetzd
threughout & company 1 nNsUre managemeant,
staff and unions feel comfortable withits
development and implementation, It is akso
Impor@ant to choose the approprist2 type of
testing devices,

One such is the aral or saliva device, which
is oaly suitable whare alternathe secrasning
options are not apprepriata, such &6 on tha

r They are it te for the detecton

of marijuana and can“t delect drugs in the
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Vallum and Serapax family (penaodlEiepnes
EMCECE M Eiramely I8rge quantines.

In addition, while cannzhis effacls Lmas far
eavaral hours afer cemsumpliarn, oral ecreening
devizes hava only a short window af detection
for rarijuana ef aboul bwo heurs. This rmesans
the devices o ganemally useless for identifying
aryone who has consu mad cannatis aarlier,
such as the night before.

Another trpe of screening is with urine,
which requires asample to be tekan n & tollet
facility. Thiz testing Ie wary quick and accurste
arsd has been the pralerrad eption,

Wihite has eapeilenced first-nand Pow drug
use can be overloohed in the worlgpiace and e
damaging consequences.

Frior o setting up Frantline Diagnostices he
werked with a business partner n
pharmacautical promotions far 45 yaars *Wa
hod = graot working relationshipand | was
urawara that he was a herein eodict untl he
overdosed and passed awey after 12 yoars of
wsing Lhe drug,” White said., *It wes then that |
desided | warted 1o work Wwands creallng &
drug-safe Ausrais,”

LgIng his backgreund in pharmacaccizals,
he started Frontline in 1990 iz purpess wag a0
provide @ bastrg and soreening service for
companiae and 1o halpis pelisy devespment b
lazman the lmpect of drug and akbehol use in the
workplacs,

Frontline tesied shoul 65000 workers
thmughout 2007, The percentaps of wiers
testing positive has baen fairy smiar fram o
yaar o ancther, buithe inclidence of ICE has
mereasad sharply and overtaken acsiEs)y. "10S
being said, manjuans is still the most common
drug found in the workplace,” Waike axplains.

“From our enperiencs, it b not unusvel ta
find 15 per cent substance abuse in the
workplace. The objeciive of & Drug-Safe
Whor kplace programma Is 12 show tha users that
they can taka control of their own waliare and
help workmates o actively sliminate aleahol
and other drugs fram the werkplace.”

Azeorging b3 White, drug sereaning mathols
arg generaly the same areund the werld end
Australizis eguel o, if netahead of, tha world's
best practices. o



